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human body being a machine so infinitely complicated, that,
although its anatomy, so far as the eye or glass can reach
appears to be understood, a part of its physiology, or function of
its various organs is still enveloped in profound darkness. If this
knowledge is within the reach of human understanding, the
reason why it is inexplicable, may be justly ascribed to the
superstition which has pervaded all nations, till lately, respecting
the cultivation of anatomy and physiology by dissection. Indeed,
so great was the abhorrence to this only method of obtaining a
knowledge of the laws of organic life, that martyrs to humanity
have fallen, in daring to attempt it. And it is to be regretted that
this black superstition still...
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