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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 178 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Superstition in Medicine What is medical superstition? By Dr. Hugo
Magnus The history of medicine is closely interlinked with the development of theology. The errors of one are
for the most part reflected in the mistakes of the other. No matter how obscure and dark the origin of either,
whether derived from ignorance and superstition or not, the ultimate achievement alone must be taken into
consideration. We do not reject chemistry because it originated in alchemy, we do not disregard astronomy
because its roots are entwined with the teachings of astrology, and so in theology and medicine we look to the
final issue. According to what we have stated, medical superstition might be defined as follows: Belief that the
normal as well as the pathological manifestations of organic life may be explained and eventually treated,
without consideration of their physical nature, by means of supernatural agencies. Medical superstition varies
according to the kind and the origin of these supernatural causes, and therefore appears in the greatest variety
of forms. If these causes were looked for in celestial regions, medical superstition became vested with the
religious garb, and its source was in the religious cult; but if the belief prevailed that God shared the domination
of the world with other mysterious elements, such as were embodied in diHerent forms in accordance with the
various philosophical systems, medical superstition bore a philosophical and mystical stamp whose origin is
revealed in the history of philosophy. But if certain mysterious powers hidden in the womb of nature or active
above the earth were considered to influence human life, medical superstition assumed a physical character.
However, it frequently followed that the above three...
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