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York City History, in the true sense of the word, is a narrative of past events. But when we undertake to write the
history of a city, or of a part of a large city, which is not past and gone, but has rather arrived at the point
where its growth and development have received an impetus stronger and more eFective than all the factors
which in the past have been influential in shaping its destinies, we must as a matter of course take present
conditions into account. For history shall not only show us how things and conditions were in the past, but it
has the much higher and more important function of teaching us why those who came before us have
succeeded or failed, wherein they excelled or what errors they committed, that we may profit by the experience
of bygone ages and remain as free from errors as it is possible for mortal man to be. The history of a city that
still exists and increases almost daily in greatness, in size, in population and in riches, should therefore not be a
record of past achievements only, but it must, in order to be complete, furnish us with a vivid picture of the
population as it is at the time the story is written. Every good and complete history must enable the student or
reader to glance into the future, and to form conclusions, from the facts narrated, as to what shape the further
development will take. In a case like the one before us there is no better way of judging the future...
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