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General Books. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 106 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1918. Excerpt: ... GEORGE ELIOT Mary Ann Evans (1819-80), who wrote under the pen name George
Eliot was the daughter of a Warwickshire land-agent, and her novels Adam Bede, The Mill on the Floss, Silas
Marner and Middlemarch give vivid pictures of English rural life and character in the first half of the nineteenth
century. The passage that follows is taken from the introduction to one of her lesser novels, Felix Holt. It
describes coaching at the time when the railway was first beginning to threaten the supremacy of the Mail--a
generation later than De Quinceys sketch and a few years later than Mr Pickwick. THE MAIL COACH Five-and-
thirty years ago the glory had not yet departed from the old coach-roads: the great roadside inns were still
brilliant with well-polished tankards, the smiling glances of pretty barmaids, and the repartees of jocose ostlers;
the mail still announced itself by the merry notes of the horn; the hedge-cutter or the rick-thatcher might still
know the exact hour by the unfailing yet otherwise meteoric apparition of the pea-green Tally-ho or the yellow
Independent; and elderly gentlemen in pony-chaises, quartering nervously to make way for the rolling swinging
swiftness, had not ceased to remark that times were finely changed since they used to see the packhorses and
hear the tinkling of their bells on this very highway. In those days there were pocket boroughs, a Birmingham
unrepresented in Parliament and compelled to make strong representations out of it, unrepealed corn-laws,
three-and-sixpenny...
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