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York was to the Thirteen Colonies, that which Belgium or
Flanders or the old Netherlands had and has been for centuries
in Europe, the battle-field between France and England. During
our embryo condition, New York was to France and England
exactly what Sicily became in the prophetic language of
Pyrrhus, for Rome and for Carthage, the training-ground for
British and French soldiers and generals, their regulars,
provincials, and Colonial militia. In a similar school to that of
Schuyler, and among many of the principal actors on the fields
of 1776 and 1777, Washington prepared himself for his
extraordinary station, and with such experience, Selmyler made
himself the eminently useful man he turned out to be-sufficiently
practical to ruin so renowned a professional as Burgoyne, to
whom all the world imputed genius. He was the second Major
General nominated by the Colonial Congress, second only in...
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